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POLICY STATEMENT 
 
The South Dakota State Medical Association (SDSMA) believes the physician is responsible for the 
supervision of Physician Assistants and collaboration with Advanced Practice Nurses per SDCL 36-9A-
17 and 36-4A-29.  Further, the SDSMA believes Physician Assistants and Advanced Practice Nurses 
should be authorized to provide patient care only so long as the Physician Assistant or Advanced Practice 
Nurse Practitioner is functioning under the direction and supervision or collaboration of a physician or 
group of physicians whose application for supervision/collaboration has been approved by the appropriate 
medical licensing board.   
 
In their review of applications for utilization of a Physician Assistant or Advanced Practice Nurse, state 
medical licensing board(s) should take special care to insure that the proposed Physician Assistant or 
Advanced Practice Nurse functions not be of a type which: a) would unreasonably expand the 
professional scope of practice; b) cannot be performed safely and effectively by the Physician Assistant or 
Advanced Practice Nurse; c) the supervising/collaborating physician cannot provide adequate oversight; 
or d) would authorize the unlicensed practice of medicine.   
 
The supervision/collaboration of Physician Assistants and or Advanced Practice Nurses should include 
requirements for regular reporting to the supervising/collaborating physician, frequent visits by that 
physician, and arrangements for immediate communication with the collaborating/supervising physician 
for consultation at all times.  In addition, the role of the Physician Assistant or Advanced Practice Nurse 
should be defined through mutually agreed upon written practice protocols, job descriptions and written 
contracts. 
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