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POSITION STATEMENT 
 
The South Dakota State Medical Association (SDSMA) acknowledges that health care plans or networks 
may develop and use criteria to determine the number, geographic distribution, and specialties of 
physicians needed to ensure their managed care plan maintains a network that is sufficient in numbers and 
types of providers to assure that all services to covered persons will be accessible without unreasonable 
delay. 
 
The SDSMA believes that (1) managed care organizations and third party payors should disclose to 
physicians applying to the plan the selection criteria used to select, retain, or exclude a physician from a 
managed care plan, including the criteria used to determine the number, geographic distribution, and 
specialties of physicians needed; (2) health care plans or networks that use criteria to determine the 
number, geographic distribution, and specialties of physicians needed report to the public, on a regular 
basis, the impact that the use of such criteria has on the quality, access, cost, and choice of health care 
services provided to patients enrolled in such plans or networks; (3) in those cases in which economic 
issues may be used for consideration of sanction or dismissal, the plan provide participating physicians 
the right to receive profile information and education, in a due process manner, before action of any kind 
is taken; and (4) federal efforts should not preempt state "any willing provider" laws.  
 
AUTHORITY 
 
South Dakota State Medical Association Council of Physicians, 11/8/2013; Reaffirmed by South Dakota 
State Medical Association Board of Directors 11/5/2020. 
 
 
 


