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POLICY STATEMENT

Approximately one in eight (or 12.4%) U.S. women will develop invasive breast cancer over the course
of her lifetime. The South Dakota State Medical Association (SDSMA):

1. Recognizes the mortality reduction benefit of screening mammography and supports its use as a
tool to detect breast cancer;

2. Recognizes that as with all medical screening procedures there are small, but not inconsequential
associated risks including false positive and false negative results and overdiagnosis;

3. Favors participation in and support of the efforts of professional, voluntary, and government
organizations to educate physicians and the public regarding the value of screening
mammography in reducing breast cancer mortality, as well as its limitations;

4. Advocates for remaining alert to new epidemiological findings regarding screening
mammography and encourages the periodic reconsideration of these recommendations as more
epidemiological data become available;

5. Believes that beginning at the age of 40 years, all women should be eligible for screening
mammography;

6. Encourages physicians to regularly discuss with their individual patients the benefits and risks of
screening mammography, and whether screening is appropriate for each clinical situation given
that the balance of benefits and risks will be viewed differently by each patient;

7. Encourages physicians to inquire about and update each patient's family history to detect red flags
for hereditary cancer and to consider other risk factors for breast cancer, so that recommendations
for screening will be appropriate; and

8. Supports insurance coverage for screening mammography.

The SDSMA shall support programs to screen all women for breast cancer.

The SDSMA shall advocate for the development of public information and educational programs with the
goal of informing all women about routine cancer screening in order to reduce their risk of dying from
cancer; and governmental funding for comprehensive programs to screen low-income women for breast
cancer and to assure access to definitive treatment.

AUTHORITY

South Dakota State Medical Association Policy Council, 5/31/2019; Reaffirmed by South Dakota State
Medical Association Board of Directors 6/1/2019.
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