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POLICY STATEMENT

The SDSMA shall advocate for:

1. The maintaining of essential health services at the state level — to include maintaining
state inpatient and outpatient hospitals, community mental health centers, addiction
treatment centers, and other state-supported psychiatric services.

2. The development of state programs that aim to rapidly identify and refer individuals with
significant mental illness for treatment to avoid repeated psychiatric hospitalizations and
repeated interactions with the law, primarily as a result of untreated mental conditions.

3. Adequate payment to health care providers, including primary care and mental health and
addiction treatment professionals, to encourage improved access to comprehensive
physical and behavioral health care services to juveniles and adults throughout the
incarceration process — from intake to re-entry into the community.
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